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How do you prepare for worship? Do you 
show up at church with a humble heart 
prepared to meet God? Do you acknowledge 
your brokenness, accept it, or even embrace 
it? 

Broken things are usually discarded by 
the world. Over and over we church 
members say, “God loves us despite our 
brokenness.” It leads us to believe that every 
part of our real selves, including all of those 
things the world sees as flaws, is viewed by 
God as beautiful. 

To prepare ourselves for worship and to 
serve God, we might want to learn to love 
our brokenness. Here are three examples 
from scripture of learning and loving being 
broken. 

Judges 7:19 
We read about Gideon and his army that 

blew their horns and broke their jars in order 
to reveal a hidden light. Torches were lit but 
remained hidden in the jar. The light, present 
but not seen. They waited until the right 
moment and then broke the jars, surprising 
their enemy, and winning the battle. 

God has placed a light in me, a great and 
powerful light; hidden behind my ego, my 
rightness, my desires, and my ability to find 
fault in others. All of which must be broken in 
order God’s light to shine from me. 

John 12:24 
Says, “Unless a grain of wheat falls 

into the earth and dies, it will remain a single 
grain of wheat, but if it dies it will bear much 
fruit.” A seed that falls to the ground will 
break apart in order for a transformation to 
take place. Nothing of its former existence 
will remain the same. The seed dies in order 
to create new life. Gone is the seed’s own 
identity, form, independence, value, and 
beauty. All have been surrendered. 

In order for me to become transformed, I 
need to be broken, I need to surrender my 
agenda, my personal objectives, my 
aspirations, and even my interests. 

Mark 14:3 
Tells of a woman with an alabaster jar full 

of a very costly ointment. This woman enters 
Simon's house, breaks the jar, and pours its 
contents onto the head of Jesus. What was 
this ointment hidden within the jar? It was 
fragrant perfume of pure nard. 

The perfume inside the jar was pure, as 
pure as the spirit of God is in each of us. We 
must love God enough to break open our 
lives, so that we might share the most 
valuable thing that we possess. 

It is only by allowing our humanness to be 
broken that we will be able to pour out the 

continued on page 2... 

“Broken Pieces” 
by Pastor Rob McCoy 



The UMW will meet on Tuesday, January 10th, 6:30pm, at the 
church. 

The UMW meetings are an opportunity for women at NMUMC to 
strengthen our community and support each other in fellowship. 

The purpose of UMW is to know God and to experience freedom 
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 

If you have any questions please contact:   

  Alicia Tarin - President  or Teri Toby - Vice President 
  360-250-4216    253-732-7479 

From the cluttered desks of your Lay Leaders, 
Joyce Stratton and Carmen Caporale… 

I prayerfully ask all to consider: 
 Greeting 
 Ushering 
 Managing communion 

 

Tom & Lynne Lenhart have set a pretty high standard by filling all these roles! They 
are stepping down as Lynne recently had knee surgery, and as they prepare for a 
major life change…that of moving later this year to be closer to their children. 
Here’s hoping you all enjoyed ‘Surely’, AND that you found, experienced, celebrated 
with peace, joy, hope, and love! 
 

Blessings one and all! 
Joyce 

“Broken Pieces”...continued 

love of God to those who are lost. It is only 
by the act of our breaking that our light will 
shine. A light needed to dispel the darkness. 
A bright and shining light to give hope in dark 
times, to help see the path in front of us, and 
to give warning to obstacles or stumbling 
blocks in our way. Broken so that we might 
reveal our need for God and prepare 
ourselves to be transformed. 

Flames are extinguished when covered, 
seeds die when left whole, and perfume is 
wasted if not opened and used. 

How do you prepare for worship? Are you 
ready to be broken? Are you ready to 
surrender? 

Here is a daily prayer to accompany you 
along the way. 

Lord, I come to you today like a jar of 
clay. Hiding your light burning inside of me. 
Help me to let go of the things that foster the 
darkness in my life. Help me to learn to come 
back down from my lofty places so that I 
might die to my old self and be transformed 
by Your presence in my life. Give me the 
strength to break open my life so that Your 
pure spirit might flow from me. Help me to 
name the areas where I seek your help. And 
help me to learn to become beautifully 
broken. Lord, hear my prayer. 

Pastor Rob 

tel:360-250-4216
tel:253-732-7479


Free 
Community Lunch 
The next Wednesday Free 

Community Lunch that will be 
hosted by NMUMC is on 

December 18th, from noon-
1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist 
Church. If you would like to help in this 

community outreach program, call or talk 
to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
Children’s Time is provided 

during worship for 
elementary school age 

children, after which 
childcare is available for all 

ages. 

Education Hour 
for Adults 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is 
Faithlink, a discussion on 
the intersections of faith 

and current events. 

The Word 
Meets on Wednesdays at 6pm 

In the church library. 
Please contact:  Bob Helm 

(360) 427-0448 or rehelm@aol.com 
 for more information 

First Sunday 
Breakfast 
Due to the 
holidays, 

there will be no 
First Sunday Breakfast in January. 

Women’s 
Bible Study! 

Women’s Bible Study 
meets Wednesdays at 

11:30am, at Robbi Huff’s house, 30 East 
Cardinal Court (just off Hwy. 302, Victor 

cut-off, in Belwood). Contact Nancy 
Polen at: 360-440-4459 or 

npolen@yahoo.com for more 
information. 

Caregivers Support Group 
Resumes on January 23rd 

and meets on Mondays at 12 noon 
in the church library. 

Bring your lunch and join us! 
For more information please contact 

Joyce Stratton at (360) 275-0151 

News & Views D-Group 
Resumes on January 10th 

and meets on Tuesdays at 2pm 
Please contact:  Jan Olmsted 

(360) 275-4049 for more information 
and location 

Since I still have good 
and bad days from 
the surgery, Love 
Letters will not be 
meeting in January. 

~ Kathy 



Our Presence 

December 4 - 52 

December 11 - 57 

December 18 - 57 

December 24 - 44 

December 25 - 11 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 

Prayers for Healing and Medical Concerns 
 Lynne Lenhart 
 Bettye Boggs 
 Kathy Matsen 
 Tom Deady 
 Ed Libbey 
 Hal Thomas 
 Michael Kann, Bob Stratton’s brother-in-law 
 Juanita High 
 Laura Lee, Gerry Wasner’s youngest 

daughter 
 Rebecca Merhaut, Phyllis Merhaut’s 

daughter-in-law 
 Leon Hart 
  

Prayers for Peace, Strength, & Encouragement 
 Lynn Soderlund and family mourning the 

loss of her granddaughter 
 Jean Whitney 
 Bob & Peggy Hager 
 Todd Shields 
 Andrea Simmons 
 Jace Stratton 

 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired 

in war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

As we start an exciting new year, the 
Finance Committee is busy finalizing our 
2016 accounting records and preparing 
our year-end reports for the District 
Office.  Our year-end finance summary 
will be presented in the February 
newsletter.  Also, you will be receiving 
your 2016 contribution reports for the 
year very soon! 

We all wish you a very Happy New 
Year and want to thank you for your 
continuing generosity to our church. 
Blessings to all of you!! 
 

~Your Finance Committee 

January Birthdays 
 1st Jennifer Landreth 

 8th Young-Ae Lee 

 11th Margaret Rutherford 

 14th Quinten Goodell 

 15th Steve Meacham 

 25th Julie Carter 

 30th Joyce Stratton 

January Anniversaries 
 23rd Tom & Lynn Hamilton 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9am Faithlink 
Class 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 

 

2 3 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

4 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

5 
6pm ACA 

6 
7pm NA 

7 
 

8 
9am Faithlink 
Class 

10:15am Worship 

9 
 

10 
2pm ACA 
 

6:30pm UMW 
 

7pm NA 

11 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

12 
6pm ACA 

13 
7pm NA

14 
 

15 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 

 

16 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

17 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

18 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

19 
5pm Trustees, 
SPR, & Finance 
Committee Mtgs 
 

6pm ACA 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

20 
7pm NA 

21 

22 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

23 

12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 

24 
2pm ACA 
 

5:30pm NMR 
Board Meeting 
 

7pm NA 

25 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

26 
6pm ACA 

27 
7pm NA

28 

 

29 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

30 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 

31 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

   



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 

us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in San Diego, CA 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan 

 

January 2017 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


